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Editorial 
Note 


Ideas come alive only when people use 
them. This journal represents an 
effort to shake revolutionary concepts 
free from dense and dusty tomes, to 
refashion them once again into tools 
to build powerful, liberatory 
movements. 


State of Emergencies is a new 
iteration of the historic radical 
press, comprising both a printed issue 
and a digital presence. This first 
printed issue sets a template for the 
format of locally distributed copies 


’- of the journal. The website hosts more 


detailed and expansive articles, a 
subscriber forum, reader opinion page, 
resource hub, and organizational 
directory. Taken as a unified project, 
this journal seeks to establish and 
cultivate a space for accessible and 
communal education and organization. 


This journal will publish material of 
interest to anyone interested in the 
cause of liberation. To that end, 
State of Emergencies encourages 
reader questions, comments, and 
submissions. 


Finally, State of Emergencies affirms 
that Palestine will be free, all 
queers will be liberated, the future 
will be feminist, white supremacy 
will be defeated, borders will be 
forgotten, and the workers of the 

world will unite. 


The Twin Cities’ school staff aind faculty are deciding whether to go 
on strike this spring. During, the last contract fight, the 
conservative Minnesota Federation of Teachers struck an backdoor deal 
with DFL school board officials, ‘which failed to achieve any of 
teachers ’ demands, including inflation-adjusted wages, limits on 

class sizes, and additional funding po for school resources. 


@nited States 


Amazon /has filed a lawsuit arguing that the New Deal era National 
Labor/ Relations Board (NLRB), which protects workers’ right to 
uniomize, is unconstitutional. The Amazon Labor Union (ALU) was 

recognized by the NLRB in 2022. 


World 


As Global North countries increasingly militarize their borders, they 
are also expanding abusive guest worker programs. In March, the 
Bureau of Investigative Journalism exposed the abusive and inhumane 
labor conditions endured by migrant care workers in the UK, which 
mirrors reports from similar programs across the US and Europe. 
Employer sponsorship, required for legal residency, suppresses 
reports ofabuse and enables a form of legalized slavery that 
underpins “developed” economies across the globe. 
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Value is a social 
relation expressed 
through the exchange 
of commodities. 


Every 
commodity ’ s 
value 
derives from 


4 labor. 


ALS 


ERP 


Marx pointed out 
that economists 
like Adam Smith 
didn’ t 
distinguish 
between “labor as 
it appears in the 
value of a 
product, and the 
same labor as it 
appears in the 
product ’s use 
value, ” 
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The benchmark 
(or, 
“universal 
equivalent” ) 
is MONEY. 


Classical political 
economists (think Adam 
Smith) argued that a 
commodity ’s value is equal 
to the quantity of labor 
expended during its 

production (value = labor 
time + materials). 


In other words, adding up 
the hours of specific, 
concrete labor necessary to 
produce a useful good will 
NOT reveal a commodity ’ s 
exchange value on the 

5 market. 
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In order to measure 
relative value we 
need to be able to 
abstract from 
specificities, and 
we need a 
benchmark. 


Money represents a “universal equivalent ” 
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OTHE MORE ONE IDENTIFIES WITH AN ELECTRONIC SURROGATE, 
‘ THE MORE ONE IS BLINDED TO SOCIAL MURDER AND ECOCIDE. © 
* JONATHAN CRARY: “24/7” 


> TECHNOLOGY CANNOT 

SAVE US FROM SOCIAL 
CRISIS AND 

ECOLOGICAL DISASTER. 


@The panic that climate change so easily induces is really a panic in 
the face of history, our reaction when it dawns on us what they 
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Fascism is on the road home 
_., closing the borders behind it. 


NO CAPITALISM WITHOUT GENOCIDE 
INDUSTRIALIZATION IN EUROPE AND EARLY AMERICA. 


“ SLAVES WORKED ON LAND THAT AMERICAN AND EUROPEAN 
GOVERNMENTS SEIZED FROM THE INDIGENOUS PEOPLE THEY 
MURDERED AND DISPLACED. 
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», THE ABOLITION OF SLAVERY SERVED THE INTERESTS OF 
INDUSTRIAL CAPITALISM, INTEGRATING RACIAL 
_ DOMINATION INTO THE WAGE RELATION. 
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“*>_-» RAVAGING THE LAND AND EVICTING ITS PEOPLE, 
CAPITALISM CALLS ITSELF A FORCE OF 


‘PROGRESS’ AND ‘PROSPERITY’ AND ‘FREEDOM’. 
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Glorif ying liberty while 
simultaneously owning 
slaves seems paradoxical. 
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Aimé Césaire, “Discourse on Colonialism” , 1955 


The past carries with it a temporal index by which it is referred 
to redemption. There is a secret agreement between past generations 
and the present one. Like every generation that preceded us, we have 
been endowed with a weak Messianic power, a power to which the past 

has a claim... 


The tradition of the oppressed teaches us that the ‘ state of 
emergency ’ in which we live is not the exception but the rule. We 
must attain a conception of history that is in keeping with this 
insight. Then we shall clearly realize that it is our task to bring 
about a real state of emergency... 


The struggling, oppressed class itself is the depository of 
historical knowledge...it appears as the last enslaved class, as the 
avenger that completes the task of liberation in the name of 
generations of the downtrodden...The awareness that they are about 
to make the continuum of history explode is characteristic of the 

revolutionary classes at the moment of their action. gp 


Walter Benjamin, “On the Philosophy of History” , 1940 


Visit 
http: //emergencies 
collective.com for 
citations, 
educational and 
mutual aid 
resources, and 
community forum. 
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Submit pitches and 
comments at 
http: //emergencies 
collective.com 


